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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

Jason Nelson Named Minister of Music 
 

If you’ve worshipped at MGCC in the last few months, 
you’ve experienced the wonderful gifts of Jason Nelson in 
leading our music ministry.  Weaving jazz, gospel, spiritual, 
and contemporary music in with classical pieces and tradi-
tional hymnody, Jason enriches the worship experience for 
all who might gather with us on a Sunday morning.  Hymns 
have been accented by trumpet, piano, and drum, and our 
hearts have been stirred by soloists and ensembles that 
may include guitar, trumpet, French horn, trombone, violin, 
or viola, as well as vocalists.  Our faithful sanctuary and bell 
choirs are continuing to expand the repertoire of beautiful, 
worshipful pieces they lovingly provide for us regularly, too. 
 
After consulting with the sanctuary and bell choirs, and the 
Worship Team, the Personnel Team recommended to 
MGCC’s Session that Jason, who had been hired on an in-
terim basis, be offered the permanent position of Minister of 
Music, effective January 1.  Session enthusiastically 
agreed, and we are pleased to report that Jason happily ac-
cepted this call to lead and to continue strengthening and 
broadening our music ministry!  Jason will be in the office 
from 9:00 am until noon on Wednesday mornings, and we 
hope you will stop by to talk with him about our music min-
istry (and how you can support it!). 
 
We will be commissioning Jason as our Minister of Music in 
a Sunday morning worship service in the near future.  Until 
then, please join us in expressing our delight and gratitude 
to Jason for his continuing ministry with us. 



Page 2 

From the Pastors… 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

We are entering in to a new course of study beginning on Monday, January 11, 2016, at 11:00 AM.  Our Mon-
day Morning Bible Class will study the Old Testament Book of Ruth whose words printed below to her mother
-in-law, Naomi, help to outline the themes of inclusion of foreigners, religious commitment, and hesed, the 
Biblical thread of “loving-kindness” that runs through this lovely book. 
 

Where you go, I will go. 
Where you stay, I will stay. 
Your people will be my people. 
Your God will be my God. 

 

Meeting each Monday morning, this group finds the Word to be living and vibrant, God’s revelation that points 
to the past and to the present and future.  There is much laughter, deep sharing, and, at times, admitted con-
fusion before the text.  Who would have thought that a church Bible study would be so much fun, so thought 
provoking, and so nurturing to one’s soul?   
 

Please join in as you are able.  There is no background knowledge needed as this study is accessible and 
the participants friendly, loving, and comfortable. 
 
In Christ’s love, Pastors Lolly and Bunny 
 

P.S. Did you know that Ruth chooses to live with her mother-in-law (there’s a study in itself!) in Bethlehem, 
and that Ruth would become the great-grandmother of King David…making her an ancestor of Jesus?   

 
 

 

I hope all of you have had a wonderful Christmas and a happy New 
Year!  The month of December was full of great biblical messages, 
and I hope the music provided helped you absorb those messages 
and provided some cheer despite the cold. It seems the response to 
the music has been very positive, and that brings me great joy. It was 
quite a journey!  As we move forward into January and a new calen-
dar year, I plan to continue to bring new music into the church that will 
be enjoyed by everybody and enhance your worship experience.  As 
usual, watch out for the choir and bell choir schedule, and if you have 
an interest in trying one of the ensembles out, we'd love to have you 
along!  Thanks so much for your support, and I wish you and your 
families the best in 2016! 

 

- Jason Nelson, Music Director 
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LIVING FAITH MISSION GROUP of MGCC 
SERVING OPPORTUNITY 

 
           FEED MY SHEEP  (SOUP KITCHEN) 
           Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

           1177 Howard Ave. Des Plaines 
             Wednesday 1/6/16 4:15-6:45pm* 

            (First Wednesday of Every Month) 

Come join us as we serve dinner to those in need in our neighboring community.  
 

 Soup Kitchen time frame includes set-up(4:15-5:00), serve(5:00-6:00) & clean-
up(6:00-6:45).  However, if you're not available for the whole time you may volun-
teer for a portion of the time as your schedule allows...any help is appreciated!   

 

Mission Outreach Report 
 
The Mission Committee is ever so grateful for your generous spirit and 
for your donating of men's socks and gloves to Night Ministry and toys 
and other items to Mary Lou's Place. We cannot possibly participate in 
these activities without your help. We thank you . 

 
One hundred and twenty four pairs of men's athletic socks that were collected at our Christmas 
luncheon on December 8th and adult gloves collected in our Christmas basket were delivered to 
Night Ministry on December 18th. 
 
On Monday, December 14, fifteen gift cards in the amount of $20.00 each and 30 gifts that 
were requested on gift tags were delivered to Mary Lou's Place. In addition to the 30 requested 
items, many more gifts without gift tags were placed under our Christmas Tree. All items were 
delivered and gratefully accepted by Mary Lou's Place. It has come to our attention that a few mem-
bers of our congregation were not able to acquire a gift tag, so we will be requesting more tags next 
year. 
 
The Mission Team passed a motion to once again sponsor Jeff and Christi as our Mission 
Partners in Africa for year 2016. Jeff and Christi have a vision to make a real difference for some 
of the poorest children in Africa and are committed to improving healthcare and education, 
especially education for the girls. 
 
As of December, the totals collected for Shallow Wells is  $3,098.50 and $3,517.50 for Niles food 
Pantry. Continue to look for the green and red envelopes in the pews and donate generously to both 
worthy agencies. 
 
The following financial transaction were completed: $800.00 Shallow Wells, $800.00 Niles Food 
Pantry, $300.00 Phil's Friends lap blankets (Judy Lucas), $200.06 Medical Benevolent 
Foundation. 
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COME  VISIT  OUR  BOOK  CLUB 

The book club meets the second Monday of every month. 

 

Our selection for the January Book Club is THE ART 
OF HEARING HEARTBEATS by Jan-Philipp 

Sendker.  We will meet on January 11 at 7:30 pm in the church 
parlor. With Julia Win, we will travel to Burma to help her discover 
why her father disappeared and the meaning of a love letter, 
written many  years  ago, to a woman in Burma 
 
The February Book Club will meet on Monday, Feb. 8, at 7:30 pm in 
the church parlor. The book chosen for February is MY BRILLIANT 
FRIEND by Elena Ferrante.  Last month we went to Burma by way of 
our January book selection ,and this month we will travel to Naples, 
Italy, to read about the friendship of Elena and Lila. Through them we 
will learn about the “story of a nation and a touching meditation on the 
nature of friendship.” 
 
Thru the books we have read in the past year or so, we have become world 
travelers.  A great way to learn about people in other countries when it may not be 
possible to personally visit there. 
 
Please call Joyce Sienkowski or Mary Jo Tranter with any questions or in need 
of a ride. 
 

 

Tuesday, January 12 

1:30 PM 

Church Parlor 

Lesson 4 is Dangerous Waters—God’s Deliverance 
 

Lesson Focus:  The Israelites need to cross the Jordan River; the psalmist is emotion-
ally and spiritually drowning—everyone needs God’s help.  God does not disappoint. 
 
Scripture:  Joshua 3; Psalm 69:1-3 
 
 

Questions?  Need a ride?  Contact Judy Lucas at 847-965-1317. 
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Fran Springborn 3 

Carol Priban 30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please make sure to 
pick up your 2016 
pledge envelopes in the 
narthex after worship 

 

Sincere appreciation for your 
generous response to the 
Mitten Baskets.  This year, 
the mittens and gloves were 
taken to The Night Ministry.  
Mitten and gloves collected 
since then will be delivered 
to the Niles Township Food 
Pantry this month. 

 

Happy moments, praise God 

 

Difficult moments, seek God 

 

Quiet moments, worship God 

 

Painful moments, trust God 

 

Every moment, thank God 
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TIDBITS 
Bible Quiz 

 

According to the Gospel of John, which disciples 

led others to Jesus, and whom did they lead?  

 

A. Matthew led Judas.  

B. Andrew led Simon-Peter.  

C. James led John.  

D. Philip led Nathanael.  

E. All of the above.  

F. B and D. 
(answer:  see back page) 

Hate vs. Love 

Civil-rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. com-

pared hate to “an unchecked cancer,” saying it 

“corrodes the personality and eats away its vital 

unity.” Unfortunately, the destructive force of ha-

tred is often evident in nations, communities, 

families and even churches.  

 

The obvious — though not always easy — anti-

dote to hatred is love. As The Message transla-

tion of Proverbs 10:12 states, “Hatred starts 

fights, but love pulls a quilt over the bickering.” 

The image of a comfy quilt symbolizes the sooth-

ing impact that loving words and actions can have 

on enemies as well as friends.  

 

Plus, it’s tough to share the gospel without show-

ing love, which social reformer Elizabeth Cady 

Stanton called “the ‘open sesame’ to every soul.” 

Seeking the Best 

 

I believe that appreciation is a 

holy thing — that when we 

look for what’s best in a per-

son we happen to be with at 

the moment, we’re doing 

what God does all the time. 

So in loving and appreciating 

our neighbor, we’re participat-

ing in something sacred.  

 

—Fred Rogers 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

27 
10:00 AM Worship 

28 29 30 31 1 

 
Office Closed 

2 

3 
10:00 AM Worship 

4 5 6 
4:15 PM Living Faith 

Mission Group Serv-

ing Opportunity 

7 
6:30 PM Bell Choir 

Practice 
7:30 PM Choir Prac-

tice 

8 9 

10 
10:00 AM Worship 

11 

 
10:00 AM Worship 

Team Meeting 
11:00 AM Bible Study 
7:30 PM Book Club 

12 

 
1:30 PM Women's 

Circle 

13 
9:30 AM Hospitality 

Team Meeting 

14 
6:30 PM Bell Choir 

Practice 
7:30 PM Choir Prac-

tice 

15 16 

17 
10:00 AM Worship 

18 

 
Newsletter Deadline 
9:45 AM Christian 

Education Team Meet-

ing 
11:00 AM Bible Study 
7:30 PM Finance 

Team Meeting 

19 

 
7:30 PM Mission 

Outreach Meeting 

20 

 
7:00 PM Session 

Meeting 

21 

 
6:30 PM Bell Choir 

Practice 
7:30 PM Choir Prac-

tice 

22 23 

 
8:30 AM Men's 

Breakfast 

24 
10:00 AM Worship 

25 
11:00 AM Bible Study 

26 27 
7:30 PM Church 

Health Team 

28 
6:30 PM Bell Choir 

Practice 
7:30 PM Choir Prac-

tice 

29 30 

31 
10:00 AM Worship 

1 
11:00 AM Bible Study 

2 3 
4:15 PM Living Faith 

Mission Group Serv-

ing Opportunity 

4 
6:30 PM Bell Choir 

Practice 
7:30 PM Choir Prac-

tice 

5 6 



COMMUNITYNEWS  is published monthly by the 

Morton Grove Community Church  
8944 Austin Avenue, Morton Grove, IL  60053 

Website:  www.mgccpresbyterian.org 
E-mail  mgcc@mgccpresbyterian.org   847-965-2982                                            

Rev. Lolly Dominski  and Rev. Bunny Hughes,  Co Pastors 

Jason Nelson, Minister of Music 

Pat Cobb, Administrative Assistant 

John Frake, Custodian 

 

Newsletter Deadline for Feb. issue:  Jan. 18, 2016 

Church Office Hours: Monday  through Friday 9 am-2 pm 

Rev. Lolly Dominski’s 
Hours 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

Tuesday 

 

8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Afternoon-offsite 

 
Rev. Bunny Hughes’ 

Hours 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

Tuesday 

8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Afternoon-offsite 

Jason Nelson’s 

Hours 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

9 am-Noon 

Evening-Choir 
Practices 

Please join us for Sunday 
Worship Services at 10:00 am  

followed by a time of fellowship. 

Morton Grove 

Community Church  

8944 N. Austin Avenue 

Morton Grove, IL 60053 

We are on the Web! 
www.mgccpresbyterian.org 

Answer :  F (See John 1:40-42) 


