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Here is a Press Release for you to forward and distribute 
if you wish. 

 

Morton Grove Community Church, Presbyterian, at 8944 
Austin Avenue, Morton Grove, Illinois, 60053, welcomes 
renowned composer, musicologist, lecturer, author and cli-
nician, Dr. Carl Flentge Schalk, and religious poet and 
educator, Dr. Jill Pelaez Baumgaertner, to its worship ser-
vice on Sunday, November 27, 2016 at 10:00 AM.  All are 
warmly invited to celebrate this First Sunday of Advent 
service.   

 

Dr. Jill Pelaez Baumgaertner, 
Professor of English and Dean of 
Humanities and Theological 
Studies at Wheaton College, has 
worked with Dr. Schalk on sev-
eral libretti for choral music, in-
cluding ñThe Great O Antiphonsò 
which will be featured throughout 
the 2016 Season of Advent at 
Morton Grove Community 
Church. 
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After the worship service on November 27
th
, Schalk and Baumgaertner will speak on 

their collaboration and the intersection of their use of the arts.  Each serves as an invi-
tation for others to enter into a discovery of the Divine through music and poetry. 

 

Under the direction of Minister of Music Jason Nelson, the Morton Grove Community 
Church Sanctuary Choir will perform all seven Schalk motets in the Sunday morning 
and Wednesday evening Advent worship services:  on November 27

th
 at 10:00 AM; 

November 30
th
 at 7:30 PM; Sunday, December 4

th
 at 10:00 AM; December 7

th
 at 7:30 

PM; December 11
th
 at 10:00 AM; December 14

th
 at 7:30 PM; and Sunday, December 

18
th
 at 10:00 AM.   In addition, the Baumgaertner poems, based on the ñGreat O Anti-

phonsò, will be read at each service.   

 

It is with great pleasure that Morton Grove Community Church introduces Jill Pelaez 
Baumgaertnerôs work, most recently published in her latest book, What Cannot Be 
Fixed.  As Poetry Editor of The Christian Century, Past President of the Conference 
on Christianity and Literature, Fulbright Fellow in Spain, and religious educator, 
Baumgaertner shares how poetry brought her to faith; and in so doing, she helps 
bring others into the community of Christian faith she so lovingly serves. 

 

And it is with great joy that Morton Grove Community Church performs the work of 
Carl Schalk in his presence.  As Distinguished Professor of Music Emeritus at Con-
cordia University, Editor of Church Music Magazine (1966-1980), and Fellow of the 
Hymn Society of the United States and Canada, his work as clinician at numerous 
music workshops and pastoral conferences has contributed much to the field of 
Church music.  With the publication of over one hundred hymns, seven of which are 
included in the PCUSA hymnal, Glory to God, Schalk serves the wider faith commu-
nity as an ardent follower of Jesus Christ. 
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From the Pastors... 

 
Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

 

Already our Christian hope turns, once again, to the Incarnation as this month we celebrate, give 
thanks, and anticipate the many ways our good and gracious God cares for us in lovingly sending 
His Son to us and for us. 

 

This month we enter into the close of the Church year period as we celebrate a major feast, All 
Saintsô Day, on Sunday, November 6

th
.  As we share Communion that day we will do so in com-

pany with the saints who have gone before us.  Thus, heaven and earth join in the timeless, seam-
less march to eternity when our salvation will be fully realized; sharing now here below at the Table, 
and one day in heaven above at the Feast that has no end. 

 

The next Sunday, November 13
th
, our worship service will include the Ordination of Elders liturgy 

as we welcome Julie Archibald and Mary Marusek, newly-elected Elders of Morton Grove Commu-
nity Church.  This follows our Team Member Leadership Gathering on Saturday, November 12

th
 

from 9:00-11:00 when we meet for a time of reflection, planning, reporting and assessment of the 
yearôs various ministry endeavors.   

 

We observe another major feast on November 20
th
, the last Sunday of the Churchôs liturgical calen-

dar, as we name, honor, and accord all glory to Christ the King to celebrate Reign of Christ Sun-
day.  It is a celebration of the Kingdom of God to which Jesus constantly pointed, open and avail-
able to us all as it was some 2,000 years ago.  And the central question of His time then remains 
now:  do we choose to live as if the One Who reigns is not the Caesars of this world, but our Triune 
God? 

 

And then we enter into the Season of Advent on November 27
th
, and begin our ñO Antiphonò focus.  

We have included a Press Release page that we invite you to read, copy if you wish, and share with 
friends and family.  We are very excited about our special observance of the 2016 Advent Season, 
humbled by the dual import of this time of anticipation of the Incarnation.  Both joyful and penitential 
in nature, we acknowledge Two Comings!  One is the birth of Jesus in our hearts as we honor the 
coming of the Messiah in Bethlehem over 2,000 years ago.  The other is the Second Coming when 
Jesus will return and restore all creationéat a time no one but our gracious God knows or can de-
termine. 

 

This month promises a time of rich meaning, and the hope of a deeper relationship with our God 
Who names us His saints, calls us into service, ushers in the Kingdom, and comes to usé 

 

In love, 

Pastors Lolly and Bunny 

 
 



JESUS CALLING:  Enjoying Peace in His Presence 
 

 "It only takes a spark to get a fire going. And soon all those around can warm up 
in its glowing ..." These are the opening lines of a song called "Pass It On" that 
used to be sung regularly at Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship meetings that I was 
involved in as a young adult. 
Well, a spark has ignited a fire at Morton Grove Community Church. The spark is 
a devotional by Sarah Young entitled "Jesus Calling: Enjoying Peace in His Pres-
ence".  
For the past several months, members of our church community have been read-
ing this devotional, and have been tremendously inspired.  

We have set up a chat room on TodaysMeet.com that enables readers to share their comments 
about Jesus Calling. Below are a few of the comments that members of our church community have 
either shared with me in person or have posted on TodaysMeet. 
 
"The readings really call you into His Presence". Mickey  K. 10/23/16 
 
"The message for the day always seems to follow a pattern that coincides with what is going on in 
my life at the moment. What makes this devotional different from the others that I have read is that 
it's written from the point of view of Jesus ..." Ellen A. 10/23/16 
 
"Very inspirational, uplifting, encouraging, and reassuring." Allan C. 10/23/16 
 
"It gives me peace. I even use it in my spiritual exercise. I read it on my way to and from work every-
day ."  Margaret  10/23/16 
 
"I recently did a spiritual exercise at Missions, based on the reading for September 20. The key for 
me was -- stop, relax, don't worry, ..." Judy L. 10/23/16 
 
"There's something in there that pertains to everyone's life. It helps us to reflect on what we have 
done and what we could do." Julie A. 10/23/16 
 
"Before I even get out of bed each morning, I reach for Jesus Calling because I know that God has 
something special to say to me through the day's reading. Every area of my life has been impacted 
and  I have become more acutely aware of God's Presence at all times, which is always so comfort-
ing. The reading for August 31 reminds us that weak ones like us must live by faith, depending on 
God to get us through the day. God is developing our ability to trust Him, to lean on Him, rather than 
our own understanding ... We can trust him to guide us and strengthen us as needed. Thank You, 
Jesus!" VB 
 
If you would like to share your comments about how this devotional is touching your life, please log 
in from any device to TodaysMeet.com/MGCCDEVOTIONALDISCUSSIONS and post a comment. 
You may also e-mail your comments to valrie924@gmail.com, and we will include your comments in 
future publications of the newsletter. 
 
May we always hear and respond to Jesus calling. 
Blessings, 
 
Val Barrett 
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MORTON GROVE COMMUNITY CHURCH 

GENERAL FUND SUMMARY 

 

 

 

           

    Jan - Sep 16  Budget  Jan - Sep 15 

  Income      

   4001 · Pledges 86,735  89,925  81,265 

   4006 · Facility Use 40,316  40,878  42,568 

   4100 · All Other 22,773  20,044  19,428 

  Total Income 149,824  150,847  143,261 

 Gross Profit 149,824  150,847  143,261 

  Expense      

   6000 · Ministry Teams 18,535  17,078  12,596 

   6500 · Session 3,902  3,470  3,524 

   7000 · Personnel 95,837  95,360  79,534 

   7100 · Property 25,397  31,025  27,813 

   7200 · Office Expenses 2,196  2,400  2,627 

  Total Expense 145,867  149,333  126,094 

Net Income 3,957  1,514  17,167 
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    Sep 30, 16 

ASSETS  

 Current Assets  

  Checking/Savings 69,101.24 

  Other Current Assets 366,393.50 

 Total Current Assets 435,494.74 

 Fixed Assets 431,310.56 

TOTAL ASSETS 866,805.30 

LIABILITIES & EQUITY  

 Liabilities  

  Current Liabilities  

   Other Current Liabilities 33,760.29 

  Total Current Liabilities 33,760.29 

 Total Liabilities 33,760.29 

 Equity 833,045.01 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 866,805.30 

        

MORTON GROVE COMMUNITY CHURCH 

BALANCE SHEET SUMMARY 

 

November already!? Time really flies! Our choir has been producing 
some wonderful sounds for the Lord this year, and our bell choir has 
just begun rehearsals. The bell choir now has a performance sched-
ule for the year, and they will be participating in the musical portion 
of our services in a few different capacities. I promise it will be fun to 
hear and see! I hope you all have a blessed November, stay warm 
and we in the music program look forward to making music with you 
every Sunday this month! 

 

- Jason Nelson, Minister of Music 
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Mission Outreach Report 
 

Since 1982, Refugee One,  located in Chicago, has helped more than 
15,000 refugees build new lives in Chicago after fleeing war, terror 
and persecution.  Co-sponsors and volunteers greet the refugees at 

the airport , support refugee children in school, and assist with integration into the American culture.  
Refugee One also help adults learn English and acquire employable skills and connect them to their 
first jobs.  The goal of the Refugee One Program is to help refugees become self-reliant in as few as 
6-12 months. 
 

 Bob and Mary Jo Tranter attended a welcoming Refugee Workshop at Fourth Presbyterian Church 
on Sunday, October 23rd.  They heard refugee stories about their journey to Chicago and learn new 
ways our congregation can be involved.  Presently our commitment has been limited to donating 
boxes of school supplies and a monetary donation. Physical participation will be limited due to the 
makeup of our congregation, but we will find new ways to be of assistance to the program.  
 

The library building in Tong, Ghana is almost complete.  After the harvest, work will begin to com-
plete the interior of the library, so books, computers and furniture can be purchased to complete the 
library.  
 

Every Tuesday morning at 7:30 a.m., assigned mission members pick up bread and other baked 
goods from Panera Bread in Niles and deliver the items to Niles Food Pantry.  We need more driv-
ers for this activity, so if you are able to help, please call the church office.  
 

The following financial transactions were completed:  

    $2,000.00 - Presbyterian Disaster FundðHurricane Matthew 

    $1,000.00 - Night Ministry 

 
LIVING FAITH MISSION GROUP of MGCC 

SERVING OPPORTUNITY 
 

FEED MY SHEEP  (SOUP KITCHEN) 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

1177 Howard Ave. Des Plaines 
Wednesday 11/2/16 4:15-6:45pm* 

 
(First Wednesday of Every Month) 

Come join us as we serve dinner to those in need in our neighboring community.  

 

¶ Soup Kitchen time frame includes set-up(4:15-5:00), serve(5:00-6:00) & clean-
up(6:00-6:45).  However, if you're not available for the whole time you may volun-
teer for a portion of the time as your schedule allows...any help is appreciated!   

 



NOVEMBER  AND DECEMBER SELECTIONS  
FOR  THE  BOOK  CLUB 

 
Our November 14

th
 selection is THE NIGHTIN-

GALE by Kristen Hannah.  The story takes 
place in France ï the year 1939.  We meet two 
sisters, Vianne and Isabelle, and we learn much 
about the womanôs side of WWII.  Vianne is 
married and must say goodbye to Antoine, her 
husband, as he leaves for the front.  Isabelle is 
devastated by the fall of France and looks for 
ways to resist.  The two sisters have very oppo-

site views on the occupation of France.  From the book cover ïñIn 
love we find out who we want to be.  In war we find out who we 
are.ò 
 
Our December 12

th
 selection is ORDINARY GRACE by William Kent 

Krueger. The story is a remembrance  of a happening in the small 
town of New Bremen, Minnesota, in 1961.  The storyteller has never 
forgotten the happenings of that year even though it all happened 
forty years ago.  ñThat was it.  That was all of it. A grace so ordinary 
there was no reason at all to remember it.  Yet I have never across 
the forty years since it was spoken forgotten a single word.ò  Hope 
this piques your curiosity to want to read this book that has received 
many literary awards. 
 
The book club will meet on the second Monday of the month in the Fellowship Room 
at 12:00 pm.  All are welcome.  Please call Joyce Sienkowski or Mary Jo 
Tranter with any questions or in need of a ride. 
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Join us for Womenôs Circle on Tuesday, Nov. 8 at 1:30 in the church 
parlor.  (Go vote first!) 
 

We will be studying ñ Who is Jesusò according to Luke. 
   
Key Scriptures:  Luke 4: 16-21  
                               Acts 2:22-24 
 

Key Idea:  Rejected by his own, Jesus, Prophet of God, turns the world upside down 
with his teachings. 
 

Nee a ride?  Call Judy Lucas.  Hope to see you there. 
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Thanksgiving Celebration 

 

Thursday, November 24, 2016 
11:30 amð3:00 pm 
Niles Senior Center 

999 Civic Center Drive 
Niles, IL  60714 

(Reservations required by Thursday, 
November 17) 847-588-8420 

 

Family far away?  If so please join us for 
our Annual Thanksgiving Day Celebration. 
A traditional meal featuring turkey, and all 
the fixings will be served. 
 

COST:  FREE but a dona-
tion of a non perishable 
food item or a monetary do-
nation to the Niles Family 
Services Food Pantry is re-
quested. 
 

                        

INTERFAITH EVENT 
 

The 52ndAnnual Interfaith Thanks-
giving Service will be held at 7:00 
pm, Wednesday, November 23 at 
St. Lukeôs Episcopal Churchð939 
Hinman, Evanston. 

 

 

                        

 

 

 

Daylight Savings Time ends at 

2:00 am on Sunday, Novem-

ber 6.  Remember to set your 

clocks back one hour before 

going to bed on Saturday,    

November 5. 

Joyce Sienkowski  6  

Irene Mueller  11 

Ingrid Masterton  12 

Chuck Hughes 17 

Jim Montgomery  21 

Edward Rund 30  
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TIDBITS  
Bible Quiz 

 

Fill in the blank to complete this verse from a 

psalm of thanksgiving: ñBless the LORD, O 

my ______, and forget not all his benefits.ò  

 

A. people  

B. soul  

C. heart  

D. children  
 

(answer:  see back page) 

 

Always thankful 
 
 
Martin Rinkart, a German Lutheran minister, 
wrote the hymn ñNow Thank We All Our Godò 
in 1636. At the time, the Thirty Yearsô War was 
ravaging central Europe, claiming millions of 
lives. Rinkart served as pastor in Eilenburg, a 
walled town that became a crowded refuge for 
starving fugitives. Although Rinkart was strug-
gling to provide for his own family, he opened 
his own home to people in need.  
 
After the plague entered Eilenburg, Rinkart 
conducted up to 50 funerals a day ð including 
services for his wife and the only other two 
pastors in town. Amid the despair, he wrote 
many hymns, including ñNow Thank We All 
Our God.ò Originally intended as a table 
prayer, itôs now sung at Thanksgiving to re-
member Godôs ñcountless gifts of loveò ð even 
during hardships. 
 

 

 

Everyday Miracles 
 
 
When Joan Luise Hillôs son survived a dire medi-
cal diagnosis, two friends recognized that divine 
intervention had occurred. Hill wasnôt so sure, 
though. ñHow could I have experienced a per-
sonal miracle in todayôs world?ò she writes in The 
Miracle Chase (Sterling Ethos). ñWasnôt that 
something that only happened in the Bible or to 
someone else?ò  
 
Then one day, during a visit to the park, Hill 
learned a lesson about everyday miracles. 
ñThereôs a white rainbow!ò shouted her 5-year-old 
son. She told him it was just a jet trail, but the boy 
replied, ñNot to me. Itôs beautiful.ò  
 
That was an ñaha!ò moment for Hill. ñWhy couldnôt 
a rainbow be white?ò she asks. ñMaybe it was 
time to shift my thinking. Perhaps there are 
órainbowsô all around us; but since we only see 
them a piece at a time, we mistake them for 
something else. Miracles happen. We may not 
always notice them, but they exist, and the choice 
to recognize a miracle is up to each of us.ò 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

30 
10:00 AM Worship 

31 
11:00 AM Bible 

Study 

1 2 
4:15 PM Living Faith 

Mission Group Serving 

Opportunity 

7:30 pm Church Health 

Team 

3 

 
6:30 PM Bell Choir 

Practice 
7:30 PM Choir Prac-

tice 

4 
9:30 AM Christian Ed 

Team Meeting 

5 

 
9:00 AM Worship 

Team Meeting 
10:00 AM Hospi-

tality Team Meet-

ing 

6 

 
10:00 AM Worship - 

All Saints Day 

7 

 
11:00 AM Bible 

Study 

8 

 
1:30 PM Women's 

Circle 

9 
10:30 AM Communica-

tion Team Meeting 
7:00 PM Session Meet-

ing 

10 
6:30 PM Bell Choir 

Practice 
7:30 PM Choir Prac-

tice 

11 12 

 
9:00 AM Team 

Leader Meeting 

13 
10:00 AM Worship - 

Ordination and Instal-

lation of Elders 

14 

 
11:00 AM Bible 

Study 
12:00 PM Book Club 

7:30 PM Church 

Health Team 

15 
7:30 PM Mission Out-

reach Meeting 

16 
 

17 
6:30 PM Bell Choir 

Practice 
7:30 PM Choir Prac-

tice 

18 

 
Newsletter Deadline 

19 

20 

 
10:00 AM Worship - 

Reign of Christ Sun-

day 

21 
11:00 AM Bible 

Study 
 

22 23 

 
7:30 PM Interfaith 

Thanksgiving Service 

24 

 

25 

 

26 
8:30 AM Men's 

Breakfast 

27 

 
10:00 AM Worship - 

Visit by Carl Schalk 

and Jill Baumgaert-

ner 
11:00 AM Potluck 

luncheon and talk 

28 
11:00 AM Bible 

Study 

29 30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm Advent Ves-
pers Service 

1 
6:30 PM Bell Choir 

Practice 
7:30 PM Choir Prac-

tice 

2 
9:30 AM Christian Ed 

Team Meeting 

3 
9:00 AM Worship 

Team Meeting 
10:00 AM Hospi-

tality Team Meet-

ing 



COMMUNITYNEWS  is published monthly by the  

Morton Grove Community Church  
8944 Austin Avenue, Morton Grove, IL  60053  

Website:  www.mgccpresbyterian.org  
E-mail  mgcc@mgccpresbyterian.org   847 -965 -2982                                            

Rev. Lolly Dominski  and Rev. Bunny Hughes,  Co Pastors 

Jason Nelson, Minister of Music  

Pat Cobb, Administrative Assistant  

John Frake, Custodian  

 

Newsletter Deadline for Nov. issue:  Oct. 18, 2016  

Church Office Hours: Monday  through Friday 9 am-2 pm 

Rev. Lolly Dominskiôs 
Hours 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

Tuesday 

 

8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Afternoon-offsite 

 
Rev. Bunny Hughesô 

Hours 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

Tuesday 

8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Afternoon-offsite 

Jason Nelsonôs 

Hours 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

9 am-Noon 

Evening-Choir 
Practices 

Please join us for Sunday 
Worship Services at 10:00 am  

followed by a time of fellowship. 

Morton Grove 

Community Church  

8944 N. Austin Avenue 

Morton Grove, IL 60053 

We are on the Web! 
www.mgccpresbyterian.org 

Answer : B (See Psalm 103:2)  


