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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

 
Advent is the season where we celebrate the coming of Christ é 
¶ Into the world as Jesus 2000 years ago, inaugurating the Kingdom 

of God; 
¶ Into our hearts, so that the Holy Spirit can change and transform us 

to be more and more like Jesus, and we can begin to experience 
the Kingdom that awaits us even in this life; and 

¶ At the end of human history when Christ will create a new heaven 
and a new earth, and the Kingdom of God will be fully realized. 

 

This Advent, we will reflect on the different scriptural names and attributes 
of our Savior found in the great ñO Antiphons,ò which have been used in 
the Church for centuries.  During each of our seven Advent services we 
will examine one of the seven ñO Antiphonsò:  
 

10 am Sun, Nov. 27 ï Wisdom                  7:30 pm Wed., Nov. 30 ï Lord 
10 am Sun, Dec. 4 ï Root of Jesse           7:30 pm Wed., Dec. 7 ïKey of David 
10 am Sun, Dec. 11 ï Dayspring               7:30 pm Wed., Dec. 7 Desire of Nations 
10 am Sunday, Dec. 18 ï Emmanuel   
 

You may recognize these titles for Jesus Christ from O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel.  Each verse of this favorite Advent hymn is a metrical para-
phrase of one of the ñO Antiphons.ò   
 

This year we will reflect more deeply on the names and attributes for Je-
sus found in the òO Antiphons,ò through special music, poetry, and ser-
mons, in addition to singing ñO Come, O Come Emmanuel.ò  Our special 
music will include a performance by our bell choir, soprano and baritone 
solos, and instrumental pieces including the harp, violin, French horn, or-
gan, piano, and viola! 
 

Join us for each of these special Advent worship services, where we will 
come to know Jesus more deeply, pray that the Holy Spirit of Christ truly 
dwells in our hearts, and wait with longing for Christ to return to our world 
to make all things new. 

 

2016 
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From the Pastors... 
 

Our dear Sisters and Brothers, 

 

A friend asked us, have you noticed that the characters in the Nativity drama, that true story, 

the truest and greatest story ever told, are, each one, out of place?  No room at the inn, Mary gives 

birth in an out of the way place: a stable, far from Nazareth, in the little town of Bethlehem.  All were 

called to be out of place, traveling at the decree of the Roman government, waiting to be counted.  

There was a census and all were to take their placeé.though out of place. 
 

 The shepherds left their flocks, out of place too, as they came to worship the newborn King. 

And the Wise Men had left their place, well on their way, traveling with gifts of gold, frankincense 

and myrrh.  Even the gifts were out of place:  gold for a peasant boy?  The perfume of frankincense 

for one with the sweetest of all newborn smells?  Myrrh brought to a healthy baby,  its purpose to 

anoint the dead?    
 

And soon, this holy family would pack up and leave; again out of place, moving to safety in 

Egypt. 
 

 All out of place.  In fact, this King Who had no place at the inn, never had a place to call His 

at all.  Nowhere to lay His head, except upon the throne of a rude cross, except in a borrowed tomb. 
    

 So what are we to make of this?  That our Lord Jesus has no resting place, is always, in the 

earthly sense, out of place?  How are we to receive Him, and just what does He ask of us? 
 

 Simply this.  That we are to be His home, we to be His residence, we to take Him into our 

heart and receive Him as the Lord He is. 
 

 

Jesus has His place in us, fallen and weak as we are.  He slips into the chambers of our be-

lieverôs heart.  He takes His place beside us on our pilgrim journey, walks before us in the step of 

love, comes up behind us to protect.  This season it is His decree that we stand countedéas ones 

who even in this sin-soaked world provide a safe haven, a home, a place for the Son of God in the 

depths of the soul; a soul He created with the breath of life eternal.   
 

 He is now Boarder and Host, Resident and Guest, Holder of our heart, Lover of our soul, 

Savior of our redeeming.  And we, praise God, are His.  His home, His place, His child, His joy and 

His heartôs desire.   
 

 His place is with usé.God with us, Immanuel.  And one day, one very special day, our eter-

nal place will be in His courtéHe Who courts us with the very heart of God.  He Who loves us to our 

endé though out of place, according to our friend. 
 

Blessings of the Christ Child, 

 

Pastors Lolly and Bunny 

 



OUR SIGN HAS BEEN MISSED, AND WILL RETURN SOON!  
 
Our LED sign is in need of repair, and has not been operating for the last month.  The attrac-
tive and uplifting messages our sign displays have been missed - not only by our church 
family, but by others in our community as well!  We received the letter below from a woman 
who enjoys our messages containing the ñgood newsò of Jesus, and the ministries MGCC 
offers in Christôs name.  We hope you will enjoy reading this letter and her story of how 
much our mission statement ñAnchored in Christ, Reaching Out in Loveò has meant to her.   
 
The cost to repair the LED panel is significant, so our Session decided to replace it instead 
with a new  LED panel that will offer better clarity to the text and images displayed.  Watch for 
our sign to be operating again in early to mid -December!  
 

 

 

October 27, 2016 
 
 
Morton Grove Community Church 
8944 Austin 
Morton Grove, IL  60053 
 
Good Morning - 
 
I drive by your church every morning on my way to work, and just want you to know how much I 
miss your ñdigital signò, with all the information it relayed to us as we pass your corner! 
 
One screen message has hit me with a determination for my own life: 
 
   ñAnchored in ChristðReaching Out in Loveò 
 
What a messageðwhat a goal for everyoneðwhat a motto. 
 
Last January I was requested by a family in my church, to deliver a eulogy at their Fatherôs funeral.  
He was such a kind & loving manðvery sincere with every one he met.  I closed my tribute for him, 
with the above motto.  All could relate the motto to the individual we were honoring. 
 
Just wanted to let you know how much the ñdigital signò has meant to me, plus the many other  
Austin Avenue travelers. 
 
   ñAnchored in ChristðReaching out in Loveò 
 
May I live up to that challengeð24/7. 
 
God Bless your Church and its Ministry. 
 
Jonele Swift 
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9ȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ [ƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ !ƭƭ tŜƻǇƭŜǎ 
 
Many in our church family have expressed concern for our Muslim sisters and brothers as hurtful, disrespect-
ful, and fear-inducing rhetoric has increased in this election season.  Session approved the following letter 
that was mailed to the Muslim Education Center in Morton Grove.  It expresses our commitment to stand 
against bigotry, discrimination, and hate against all peoples; to stand in solidarity with these sisters and 
brothers from another Abrahamic faith; and to actively work for peace. 
 
 
 
 
November 12, 2016 

 

Muslim Education Center 

8601 North Menard Avenue 

Morton Grove, Illinois 60053 

 

 

To our Sisters and Brothers, 

 

It is with heavy hearts that we address this to you after a week that has brought and continues to bring fear 

and distrust, trepidation and unease to communities of faith.  We need not imagine your uncertainty of the 

future after the national election; we share it with you, and we stand with you. 

 

Please be heartened that we know you to be a community whose people are filled with faith, love, kindness 

and a desire to serve God and man.  In our fallen world such a community is often vulnerable as ignorance 

and prejudice, ill will and suspicion find their ways to those who are mistakenly perceived as òdifferent fromó, 

or òother.ó  Nothing could be further from the truth.  In your steadfast desire to worship, live in time-
honored traditions, and contribute to the goodness of the local community, there is no sense of difference 

or otherness.  In fact, we are proud to be in step with your values and to walk with you. 

 

We stand united:  as people of God, as citizens of the United States of America, and as people of the Morton 

Grove area.  We stand united, bound by cords of respect and admiration.  We stand united, trusting that 

where the evils of bigotry, tribalism, and marginalization exist we rise against it, fight it at every front, and 

pray for a change of heart and a restoration of sanity. 

 

Please know that we hold you in our hearts.  And please call upon us whenever you wish for loving support. 

 

The People of Morton Grove Community Church 

8944 Austin Avenue 

Morton Grove, Illinois 60053 

 

Rev. Lolly Dominski      Rev. Bunny Hughes 
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An Evening of Christmas Music!  

 

Join us at 6:30 pm on Sunday, December 11 to enjoy your favorite Christmas 
music!  Weôll sing everyoneôs favorite Christmas carols in Jubilee Hall, which will 
be adorned with festive decorations.  Soloists and duets will treat us to their per-
formances of popular songs of the season, both secular and sacred.  We will 
gather for a time of warm and joyous fellowship in the parlor afterwards, where 
Christmas cookies, hot chocolate, and eggnog will be served.  Invite your friends 
to this special evening at our church - all are welcome!   

 
 
 
 

Christmas time is almost here! Advent is going to be a wonderful time for 
music here at Morton Grove Community Church. We have several musi-
cians and pieces prepared to bring you into the season and spirit of the 
birth of our Lord, including our bell choir, choir, soloists, and instrumental-
ists. I hope this month is blessed with bonds with family and a closer rela-
tionship with God. Thanks for a great year, and we look forward to bring-
ing you more music in 2017! 
 
- Jason Nelson, Minister of Music 
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Mission Outreach Report 

 
 

On Saturday, January 21, our church will be hosting a Refu-
gee One Workshop from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Approxi-
mately 30 people from selected congregations will be in at-

tendance.  Mary Jo and Bob Tranter attended an introductory workshop in October 
and shared valuable information with the Mission Committee.  More discussions will 
be occurring  in the new year and when specific plans are formulated, we will share  
them with the congregation.  
 
The Mission Team has once again selected Shallow Wells and the Niles Food Pantry 
for our Christmas Card Giving.  We thank you for your participation in the past and 
hope you will join us again this year.  With your donation, we can bring clean water to 
countries in Africa and nutritious food to residents in Niles Township  experiencing 
hardship.  Please place your donation in the red and green envelopes that are located 
in the pews.  
 
Our parlor Christmas tree is beautifully decorated with Christmas lights, ornaments, 
and 40 gift Tags from Mary Lou's Place, a shelter for abused women.  In addition to 
the gift tags, the committee will be purchasing $300.00 in gift cards for the women at 
the shelter.  Gift cards will be for stores in the area, Walgreens, Target, CVS and 
Jewel.  
 
Every Tuesday morning, at 7:30 a.m., mission members pick up bread and other 
baked goods from Panera Bread in Niles and deliver the items to Niles Food Pantry.  
We need more drivers for this activity, so if you are able to help, please call the church 
office. 

 
 

LIVING FAITH MISSION GROUP of MGCC  
SERVING OPPORTUNITY 

 
FEED MY SHEEP  (SOUP KITCHEN) 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church  

1177 Howard Ave. Des Plaines  
Wednesday 12/7/16 4:15 -6:45pm*  

 
(First Wednesday of Every Month)  

Come join us as we serve dinner to those in need in our neighboring community.  

 

¶ Soup Kitchen time frame includes set-up(4:15-5:00), serve(5:00-6:00) & clean-
up(6:00-6:45).  However, if you're not available for the whole time you may volun-
teer for a portion of the time as your schedule allows...any help is appreciated!   
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The long-time tradition of 
collecting mittens will continue.  A 
ñMitten Basketò will be available 
in the Narthex and in the Parlor 
on Sundays, December 4 and 11, 
This year, we will be collecting 
mittens and gloves for women 
and men.  These will be taken to 
the Night Ministry.  Please help 
this worthy cause.  Look for the 
basket with the red bow.  Your 
heart will be warmed even as 
someoneôs hands are warmed. 

MISSION  TREE  WITH  GIFT  TAGS  READY  

 

 Our Christmas Mission tree is decorated in the Fellowship Room and has 
Tags on it for gift suggestions.  Again this year we are remembering the 
women and children at the YWCA shelter in Evanston, Mary Louôs Place. 
 
  There are 40 tags with gift ideas ï some for women but most for children.  
The YWCA has specifically requested no violent play items, i.e. toy darts, 
guns, or violent action figures.  Ages of the children are 3 to 14 with the 
majority around 3. 

 
 The gifts will need to be at the church no later than Sunday,  December 11, 
so the shelter has time for their Christmas planning.  The gifts should not 
be wrapped. 

   
 In reaching out to help those with needs at this special time, it brings 
added meaning to our own Christmas. 

7 



DECEMBER AND JANUARY SELECTIONS  
FOR  THE  BOOK  CLUB  

 

 

Our December 12
th
 selection is ORDINARY 

GRACE by William Kent Krueger. The story is a 
remembrance of a happening in the small town 
of New Bremen, Minnesota, in 1961.  The story-

teller has never forgotten the happening of that year even though 
it all happened forty years ago.  ñThat was it. That was all of it.  A 
grace so ordinary there was no reason at all to remember it.  Yet I 
have never across the forty years since it was spoken forgotten a 
single word.ò  Hope this piques your curiosity to want to read this 
book that has received many literary awards.  
        

 

Our January 9
th
 selection is BENEDICTION by Kent Haruf.    This 

is the author who wrote OUR SOULS AT NIGHT which we read in 
August.  The story takes place in Holt, Colorado.  The main char-
acter, Dad Lewis, is diagnosed with cancer and his daughter 
comes home to be of help.  There is an estranged son 
and a young girl who moves in next door who has her own memo-
ries of loss. Into this mix comes a new preacher who presents his 
own family problems. Haruf has many people involved in his story 
of BENEDICTION.  His characters bond together to help each 
other. 
 
 
The book club meets in the Fellowship Room at 7:30pm.  All are welcome. Please call 
Joyce Sienkowski or Mary Jo Tranter with any questions or in need of a ride.   
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Womenôs Circle will be meeting Tues., Dec. 13 at 1:30 in the church 
parlor. 
 
Lesson Four: According to John 
 
Background Scripture:  Gospel of John (John 1; 9; 10) 
 
Key Scripture:  John 9:1-7 

 
Key Idea: Jesus and God are one. 
 
Come join us and once again hear the Christmas story of ñClaude the Dogò (a 
Womenôs Circle December tradition!) 
 
This holiday season we will be collecting packs of adult size, white athletic socks for 
Night Ministry.  If you would like to participate please bring the socks to a basket un-
der the Christmas tree in the parlor.  Thank you! 
 

 

 

 

Wendy Ottosen  4 

Gary Stucka  6 

Spencer Love  13 

Peg  Mensinger 15 

Ethel Jensen  17 

Sharon Honaker  24  

Kim Love 26  

John Frake  27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is with deep sorrow to let you 
know that former long-time member 
Jerry Miller entered life eternal on 
November 19. 
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TIDBITS  
Bible Quiz 

 

How many wise men followed a star to Bethlehem to 
worship Jesus?  
 
A. two  
B. three  
C. four  
D. We donôt know because the Bible doesnôt say. 
 

 

(answer:  see back page) 

 

Gift -giving solutions  
 
 
Trying to find gifts for certain people ð or let-
ting others know what you want ð can be 
quite challenging. After all, most of us donôt 
need anything.  
 
Realizing that the best gifts arenôt material 
items offers a new perspective on giving and 
receiving. Consider these insights from author 
Charles Swindoll:  
 
ñSome gifts you can give this Christmas are 
beyond monetary value: Mend a quarrel, dis-
miss suspicion, tell someone óI love you.ô Give 
something away ð anonymously. Forgive 
someone who has treated you wrong. Turn 
away wrath with a soft answer. Visit someone 
in a nursing home. Apologize if you were 
wrong. Be especially kind to someone with 
whom you work. Give as God gave to you in 
Christ, without obligation, or announcement, 
or reservation, or hypocrisy.ò 

 
 

 

I slept and dreamt that life was joy, 

I awoke and saw that life was service, 

I acted and, behold, service was joy. 

 

- Rabindranath Tagore  
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Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

27 
10:00 AM Worship - 

Visit by Carl Schalk 

and Jill Baumgaertner 
11:00 AM Potluck 

luncheon and talk 

28 
11:00 AM Bible 

Study 

29 30 
7:30 PM Advent 

Vespers Service and 

Holy Communion 

1 

 
6:30 PM Bell Choir 

Practice 
7:30 PM Choir Practice 

2 3 

 
9:00 AM Worship Team 

Meeting 
10:00 AM Hospitality 

Team Meeting 
11:00 AM Bell Choir 

Practice 

4 

 
10:00 AM Worship 

5 
11:00 AM Bible 

Study 

6 7 
4:15 PM Living Faith 

Mission Group Serv-

ing Opportunity 
7:30 PM Advent 

Vespers Service and 

Holy Communion 

8 

 
6:30 PM Bell Choir 

Practice 
7:30 PM Choir Practice 

9 10 

11 

 
10:00 AM Worship 
6:30 PM Christmas 

Carol Sing 

12 

 
11:00 AM Bible 

Study 
7:30 PM Book Club 

13 
1:30 PM Women's 

Circle 
7:30 PM Mission 

Outreach Meeting 

14 

 
10:30 AM Communi-

cation Team Meeting 
7:30 PM Advent 

Vespers Service and 

Holy Communion 

15 
6:30 PM Bell Choir 

Practice 
7:30 PM Choir Practice 

16 
11:00 AM Media 
Team Meeting 
 

17 

18 

 
Newsletter Deadline  
10:00 AM Worship 

19 
11:00 AM Bible 

Study 

20 21 22 
6:30 PM Bell Choir 

Practice 
7:30 PM Choir Practice 

23 24 

 
7:30 PM Candlelight 

Christmas Eve Worship 

Service 

25 

 
7:30 PM Worship 

26 

 

27 

 

28 
7:30 PM Church 

Health Team 

29 30 31 



COMMUNITYNEWS  is published monthly by the  

Morton Grove Community Church  
8944 Austin Avenue, Morton Grove, IL  60053  

Website:  www.mgccpresbyterian.org  
E-mail  mgcc@mgccpresbyterian.org   847 -965 -2982                                            

Rev. Lolly Dominski  and Rev. Bunny Hughes,  Co Pastors 

Jason Nelson, Minister of Music  
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John Frake, Custodian  

 

Newsletter Deadline for Jan. issue:  Dec. 18, 2016  

Church Office Hours:  Monday  through Friday  9 am-2 pm  

Rev. Lolly Dominskiôs 
Hours 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

Tuesday 

 

8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Afternoon-offsite 

 
Rev. Bunny Hughesô 

Hours 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

Tuesday 

8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Afternoon-offsite 

Jason Nelsonôs 

Hours 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

9 am-Noon 

Evening-Choir 
Practices 

Please join us for Sunday 
Worship Services at 10:00 am  

followed by a time of fellowship. 

Morton Grove 

Community Church  

8944 N. Austin Avenue 

Morton Grove, IL 60053 

We are on the Web! 
www.mgccpresbyterian.org 

Answer  D: (See  Matthew 2:1 -12)  


