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From the Pastors,
Our dear Brothers and Sisters,
It is often wryly observed about our mortality, A None of us gets oI

And in a strictly human sense, this is most certainly true. Each of us is a mortal crea-
ture, and every one of us, one day, will lose this life.

We begin the journey to death at the moment of birth. Our pilgrimage moves, of
course, in one direction, and the life we lead between birth and death shapes our
identity, shows us who we are, and frames what we hold to be holy and good and
worthy of securing.

In the broadest sense, all of life is shaped by loss. We lose the simple and the pro-
found: baby teeth, youthful innocence, illusions, a seemingly endless future, hopes,
dreams, independence, and, ultimately, human life. We transition through stages of
being; through childhood to maturity, from an assumed autonomy to an often unwel-
come dependence upon others. And these transitions, experts tell us, are challeng-
ing, demanding, and upsetting - and may be spiritually formational.

The Rev. Lee Joesten, the former head of the Mission and Spiritual Care division at
Lutheran General Hospital, has written, spoken and presented on the dimensions of
loss in the context of aging. As the chaplain for the first major hospice organization in
the Midwest, Pastor Joesten is largely responsible for introducing the spiritual explo-
ration of end of life issues to this area of the country. It is our delight and privilege to
have him conduct a three-week seminar series for us on this theme.

Please plan to join us in the Parlor on February 5, 12 and 19 from 11:15 until noon as
we engage in learning approaches to aging in a faithful and trusting way. It is a sub-
ject that i s pertinent and enriching t ¢
proclaim, because of Christ, A Al I of us geti nouHi m!fo t hi s
With our love,

Pastor Lolly and Pastor Bunny
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A CONVERSATI ON THAT CAN LAST A LI FETI MEeé.

As part of our work as members of the Church Health Team, we are deeply committed to fol-
lowing the work of the Holy Spirit in reaching a passionate spirituality; in our own prayer life and in
that of our beloved church. One way we have found to be a huge help is in prayer journaling. And
we wonder if some of our cherished family of faith would be drawn to consider this as a welcome
spiritual exercise.

Keeping a prayer notebook or journal, either on line or with pen and paper, is to engage in a
conversation with God that is lasting and specific. A prayer journal goes beyond keeping a list of
daily worries and needs, though it certainly can include those elements of our life. But beyond that,
it is keeping a record of what God has laid upon our heart. So, as is true of the way in which our
Lord most often works, He comes first to us: in prayer, in love, and in the Person of Jesus.

A few tips that come from those who regularly journal thoughts shared between God and His
people:

1. Itis helpful to pray first. A whispered prayer for an avenue to be opened for prayer jour-
naling calls for the immediate presence of the Holy Sprit; the Spirit Who is always present
but so wants to be summoned and engaged.

2. Dedicate a time and a space: sacred time and sacred space. This intentionality helps us
to focus and to deflect intrusions of stray thoughts.

3. Rely on Scripture. Opening the Bible is gi\
reveals, unfolds and leads us through His Word. It is His story of salvation; the greatest
and truest story ever told.

4. Give thanks. Thank God for His presence, for His care, for the profound Gift of His Son,
Jesus. List those things given you have no right to expect i and then see if there is any
end to that list!

5. Write out, with specificity, your concerns, your worries, how you are feeling led, and who
you may wish to become through the grace of God, through Christ, guided by the Spirit.

6. Praise God. Tell God you love Him. Often. Fervently. Sincerely. At first it may seem
strained or foreign, but as in any love affair, the more often it is articulated the more
deeply and genuinely the words come.

7. Go back and read what has been written before. This practice is especially helpful. It
helps us, often, to see the path God has led us on as we look over our shoulder and see
what has transpired. And to see that His plan, His path, always leads to love. His answer
is always, Al | ove youé.yes. o0 Then our ans\
|l ove Youéyes. O

Finally, share with us and with others, if you like, how it goes for you. We care. And we love you,
each one.

Pastors Lolly and Bunny Page



/
[UOMBM Come to Womenods Circle on

Cirelsg
U' February 14, 2017

Church Parlor
1:30 PM

Lesson: Who is Jesus according to Hebrews?
Key Scripture: Hebrews 12: 1-2

Key Idea: In the book of Hebrews the author encourages believers to hold fast to their
faith in times of adversity, to remain firm in their commitment to Jesus who has run
this race before us and now reigns in glory with God.

Need a ride? Call Judy Lucas 847-965-1317

The per capita amount for 2017 is
$33.38
Through per capita, Presbytery of Chicago churches:

X Help congregations with pastoral transitions
X Train and support interim ministers
X Resolve congregational conflicts

X Care for ministers and Christian
Educators and their families

X Help prepare people for service as

ordained ministers

MGCC pays $33.38 for each member. Won’t you please help us by paying your
per capita amount of $33.38? You can use the blue envelope from your pledge
box.

Val



FINANCE
REPORT

Income
4001
4006
4100

- Pledges
- Facility Use
- All Other

Total Income

Gross Profit

Expense

6000 -
6500 -
7000 -
7100 -

7200 -

Ministry Teams
Session
Personnel
Property

Office Expenses

Total Expense

Net Income
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MORTON GROVE COMMUNITY CHURCH
GENERAL FUND SUMMARY

Jan - Dec 16 Budget Jan - Dec 15

116,390 120,400 112,229
54,046 54,500 55,588
30,915 26,400 27,850
201,351 201,300 195,667
201,351 201,300 195,667
22,953 22,912 19,818
4,053 3,482 3,524
130,333 129,082 111,823
35,644 42,550 36,709
2,443 3,200 2,957
195,426 201,226 174,831
5,925 74 20,836
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MORTON GROVE COMMUNITY CHURCH

E BALANCE SHEET SUMMARY
AR
<\ \ Dec 31, 16
(~ : ASSETS
E Current Assets
— Checking/Savings 67,539.03
%IENIA)&(I;IIQ’IIE‘ Other Current Assets 365,497.41
Total Current Assets 433,036.44
Fixed Assets 431,310.56
TOTAL ASSETS 864,347.00
LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Other Current Liabilities 43,311.08
Total Current Liabilities 43,311.08
Total Liabilities 43,311.08
Equity 821,035.92
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 864,347.00




The new year continues as we go into February! January was a
'good kick off for our musical programs in this new year, with
great music being sung by our choir and praise band. February
will be a continuation of that energy and we look forward to
bringing you more spirited musical worship. As we move closer
to Lent, this is a time of calm before our journey towards Easter.

": & \We hope you enjoy the music as much as we love making it for
- I'you!

NINISTER

“WUSIL Blessings, /ﬁ N
Jason Nelson, Minister of Music = |

LIVING FAITH MISSION GROUP of MGCC
SERVING OPPORTUNITY

FEED MY SHEEP (SOUP KITCHEN)

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
1177 Howard Ave. Des Plaines LIVING

Wednesday 2/1/17 4:15-6:45pm

(First Wednesday of Every Month)
Come join us as we serve dinner to those in need in our neighboring community.

I

1 Soup Kitchen time frame includes set-up(4:15-5:00), serve(5:00-6:00) & clean-
up(6:00-6:45). However, if you're not available for the whole time you may volun-
teer for a portion of the time as your schedule allows...any help is appreciated!
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Join Our FEBRUARY AND MARCH SELECTIONS
FOR THE BOOK CLUB

On Feb. 13", the book club selection is STILL
LIFE by Louise Penny. This is the first of the
Inspector Gamache series, and we have also
enjoyed the other Inspector Gamache mysteries. We have read
so much that it was decided to read the first in the series to learn
how Louse Penny first introduced Gamache. The action takes
place in Canada just north of the U.S. border in the small town of
Three Pines. There is a death in the woods. The locals feel it is
a hunting accident but Gamache senses something more sinis-
ter.

Our March 13" selection is A MAN CALLED OVE by Fredrik Back-
man. A fun book to read i Ove is a curmudgeon of the first order.
His world is turned upside down when new neighbors move in next
door, a young couple and their two boisterous daughters whose 2
very first act is flatt-daulhg O
controlled world changes quickly. ;

The book club meets in the Fellowship Room at 7:30 pm. All are welcome.

Pagé
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B FELRUARY
W[ BIRTHDAYS
Lea Beaubien 7
Judy Adams 17

Penelope Hepburn 17

(vVal Barrettds

Ronnie Rund 22

We will be celebrating February
birthdays on the first Sunday of the
month, with a prayer, cake, can-
dles, and the Birthday Song.

Sympitly
It is with heavy hearts to inform you that for-
mer longtime member Arnie Swenson en-

tered life eternal on January 3.

Arnie was an active member of Morton

a n d GrovegCommunity Church for many years.

Arnie is survived by his wife, Jean, four chil-
dren, and a number of grandchildren.

=>

/j_YOLIR EAMEC}X-AQV

Brlckg fol” gale

A personalized brick inscribed
with your name or the name of
someone you wish to honor, or a
brick to celebrate a special occa-
sion such as a baptism, confirma-
tion or wedding, may be placed in
the Memory Garden at Morton
Grove Community Church.

Forms are available in the church
office. The cost is $50.00 per
brick

| AM A ZEBRA
A Curiously Entertaining Story of lliness

Join Ingrid on a journey of trials met with humor, pain
muted by joy, and the absurd kind of amusement that
only the world of medicine could provide. Have fun
with her as she tries to
her peculiar identity to do the reinvention that iliness
demands.

Saturdays
March 11 and 18, 2017
8:30 pm
deMaat Theatre Studio
Second City Training Center
230 West North Ave
Chicago, IL

Tickets Available at:
www.secondcity.com/shows/chicago/venue/training




TIDBITS

Pag&0

\
\ ?\
ﬁ EAD TIME
BOOKQHOP oppressing ancient Israel?
A. He was left-handed.
B. He was blind.
of | Ao C. He was very fat.

strong.

(answer: see back page)

Bible Quiz

What unique characteristic of the judge Ehud enabled
him to outsmart King Eglon of Moab, who had been

D. He was exceedingly

N

God’s conversation hearts

Those familiar conversation hearts that show up every February can
be more than just trite romantic or friendly sayings. Use them to re-
mindyoud ortoteachachildd of t he greatest
love for us, which empowers our love for others. For example:

A L TRUE LOVE: What love is truer
so people might have everlasting life? (John 3:16).

A MI NE: Jesus knows wus intimate
sheep. No one can snatch us from him (John 10:27-29).

A FOREVER: God |l oves us with an
31:3).

A LOVE ME: The greatest command

whole being (Luke 10:27).

A L TRUST ME: #fAlLet not your heart
Jesus, now and for eternal life (John 14:1-3).

A SWEET TALK: Goddéds words are s
119:103).

A BE GOOD: We show our love for
(John 14:15).

A CALL ME: God longs to be in f
him anytime in prayer (Jeremiah 33:3).

A FRI ENDS: The greatest | ove in

your friends (John 15:13) 8 precisely what Jesus did.
A #1: fAWe |l ove because [ God] fi

| &weng eredia wihere Go d 6
due

t han 0

giving up
IRynning ¢k foma mediigpah e r d
man circled the block, looking
fofagplaee folpatks Bepparg |
ately, he raised his eyes to-

m@& thheavensind prayed, o v e
ALor d, f youol l
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Just then, a car pulled out of

a gphce fightin frgnyof tikee e p i n
ma n . ANever mind,
Eodowsihi powintdhouns

oV
G

[
6bub
c hu
h a

vol ves dow

|l aying

rst |l oved uso (1



FEBRUARY
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10:00 AM Worship

11:00 AM Bible Study

4:15 PM Living Faith
Mission Group Serv-
ing Opportunity
7:30 PM Ash
Wednesday Com-
munion Worship

6:30 PM Bell Choir
Practice

7:30 PM Choir Prac-
tice

9:30 AM Christian Ed
Team Meeting

29 30 31 1 3 4
10:00 AM Worship  |11:00 AM Bible Study 4:15 PM Living Faith 9:30 AM Christian Ed
7:30 PM Church Mission Group Serv- Team Meeting
Health Team ing Opportunity
6:30 PM Bell Choir
Practice
7:30 PM Choir Prac-
9:00 AM Worship
Team Meeting
10:00 AM Hospitality
Team Meeting
5 6 7 8 10 11
10:00 AM Worship Ll
11:15 AM Seminar &
on Loss and Aging - -
Session 1 =
(‘/{ 1|{'I_."( et
1~F 12:00 PM Valentine
11:00 AM Bible Study AGINDA Luncheon
6:30 PM Bell Choir
10:30 AM Communi- | practice
cation Team Meeting |7.30 PM Choir Prac-
7:00 PM Session tice
Meeting
12 13 14 15 17 18
10:00 AM Worship 1:30 PM Women's i) ig
11:15 AM Seminar = Circle
on Loss and Aging - % B
Session 2 5 m
11:00 AM Bible Study 6:30 PM Bell Choir Newsletter Deadline
7:30 PM Book Club Practice
7:30 PM Choir Prac-
tice
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
10:00 AM Worship  |11:00 AM Bible Study 7:30 PM Church 6:30 PM Bell Choir RN 3
11:15 AM Seminar  |7:30 PM Finance Health Team Practice \ ‘h r
on Loss and Aging - | Team Meeting 7:30 PM Choir Prac- -
Session 3 tice /’T_-\
- Small Group Mm&m&"
Meetings
7:30 PM Mission Out- 10:00 AM Media 8:30 AM Men's Break-
reach Meeting Team Meeting fast
26 27 28 1 2 3 4




Morton Grove
Community Church
8944 N.Austin Avenue
Morton Grove, IL 60053

Please join us for Sunday
Worship Services at 10:00 am

followed by a time of fellowship.

COMMUNITYNEWS is published monthly by the

Morton Grove Community Church
8944 Austin Avenue, Morton Grove, IL 60053
Website: www.mgccpresbyterian.org
E-mail mgcc@mgccpresbyterian.org 847-965-2982

Rev. Lolly Dominski and Rev. Bunny Hughes, Co Pastors

Lo . | e -

" MIGHTIER ™=,
Rev. Lol |y [DvuondaynWednesday, Friday | 8:30 am-12:30 pm T"AN THE WAVES 3 |
Hours Tuesday Afternoon-offsite UF THE SEA,

Rev. Bunny |Hogdyedednesday, Friday | 8:30 am-12:30 pm THE L u R D ‘J

Hours .
Tuesday Afternoon-offsite UN
Jason Nel 4 onds Wednesday 9 am-Noon Is MlGHTYl‘
Hours Thursday Evening-Choir -

Practices

o LM 93:4, ESV
Newsletter Deadline for Mar. issue: Feb 18, 2017 o

Jason Nelson, Minister of Music
Pat Cobb, Administrative Assistant

John Frake, Custodian

Church Office Hours: Monday through Friday 9 am-2 pm

Answer : A (See Judges 3:12-26)



