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Sunday, August 13
10:00 am Worship in the Memory Garden

Please bring a lawn chair for yourself.

We will have chairs set out on the paved paths
for those who have difficulty walking on
uneven ground.




From the pastorseé.

Social anthropologists identifytime as Ameri cans® most pr e &ceoturys
Certainly, we see evidence of our sense of protectiveness of time. We are often much more eager
to give our dollars to a cause than our physical or emotional presence to understanding its import.

Time is fAispento, never to be recaptured we say
ful

us it i s Arobbedo or fistol eno, never to be

When we give time to a person it is, therefore, a singular gift, an extraordinary gift. A gift that con-
notes great value and sacrificial giving, time is a heartfelt gift, a soul-generated gift, one that is be-
yond calculation, really. Because it is so transitory, it has lasting value; because of its imperma-
nence it has enduring merit. And God, Who is eternal, beyond time, Who always was and ever will
be, appears to value the time we fispendo wit
stolen from other things but as a dedication to the Person Who loves us beyond all things.

It is customary to begin our work here at the church by opening our meetings in prayer. Teams
gather, agendas are distributed, items for discussion are listed, assignments are ready to be tack-
led. What then is in order? What commodity do we hold as precious? What commodity does our
Lord value?

There is a singular gift, an extraordinary gift that is of great, sacrificial giving. It is a heartfelt, sacri
ficial, soul-generated gift that allows for the Spirit to move, to exercise Her power. Prayer opens
the door to that power and then time invites the beloved workers to be stirred, to look beyond the
tasks, to see into the heart of what is to be done.

There is little delight in ticking off tasks. There is, however, great delight in seeing the One for
Whom the work is devoted, in catching a glimpse of Christ Whose love for humanity is the reason
we work for the church in the first place! The agenda getting done gives faint satisfaction. The
love of His people, the joy of working side by side, the shared laughter in knowing a brother and
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sister, of bringing Christ to the world is the real exerciset hat makes us fitéfor

and to come.

We are not so much about task completion as about Spirit Engagement. And time and again, the
marvel is that as we engage with the Spirit, exercise with the Holy Spirit and let Her lead, our tasks
are completed more joyfully and easily, intentionally and competently. And more quickly.

We are disciples; followers of Christ. In order to truly follow Christ in our efforts to offer ministries
in His name, our ministry teams must engage
tive, let it be of the Cross, of our Ministry, and of our Mission. Time can be a jealous mistress. We
are called to follow the Master.

With our love to all,
Pastor Lolly and Pastor Bunny
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School Supplies

DELIVERED!

The Mission Team, in partnership with RefugeeOne, collected and delivered
school supplies on July 25 for refugee children in the North Chicago, Evanston

and Skokie areas. There were a great number of items dropped off at the church
on Sundays and at the office on week days.

Thank you so much to everyone who contributed to this worthwhile cause!

Ted and Judy with supplies and banners representing the
recipient families of the needed school materials.

Here is a list of the items donated by the MGCC congregation:

15 scissors, 4 packages of eraser <cap
41 glue sticks, 89 ball point pens, 37 boxes of crayons, 15 packages of markers,
23 boxes of pencils, 1 pencil sharpener, 64 notebooks, 8 folders, 8 packages of
ffiller paper, 1 back pack, 1 pencil case and 1 student planner




