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Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside 
every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with              

perseverance the race that is set before us. 
 

The writer of Hebrews 12 offers deep imagery here:  a cloud of witnesses,         
constraining weight that must be set aside, sin that clings, and a race to be run with 
perseverance.  What arrests our attention is the surrounding theme:  we are      
enclosed by witnesses to Christ; hemmed in by those who trust in His mercy and 
know themselves to be dependent on His grace; we are enveloped in a community 
who believes, proclaims, and lives out faith…in a way so great as to permeate, as a 

cloud does, the sky and horizon. 
 

How this imagery deeply reassures.  For we need not, as the post-modern scourge 
too often presents, wallow in isolation.  We are part of, surrounded by, immersed 
in, and joined together as the Church, triumphant in heaven, and militant, on the 
march, in the race, on earth.  We are the body of Jesus, joined here and expectant 
in the hereafter.  For sainthood is our community; our neighborhood, if you will.  
For sinner though we are, in Christ we are made simultaneously His saint,         

redeemed by His grace. 
 

On November 5th we will celebrate the victory of Jesus Christ over death as we 
commemorate All Saints’ Day.  We will recall those persons who, as both saint and 
sinner, reflect the saving grace of our Savior; those who ran the race and           
persevered, and who stand as luminaries of ages past.  They surround us, and wor-
shiping in heaven, join us: in prayer, in revering the Gospel, in communing with us 
at the heavenly Table, in singing with us in hymnody, and in praising Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit in perfect joy.  They are with us, around us, and we are enveloped 
in their endless bliss as they enjoy the Paradise won for them, promised on the 

Cross, and secured at the open tomb on that first Easter morning. 
 

And though the physical absence of our loved ones, the ones we held so dear, may 
cause a longing for their touch, their witness lives as they live; in lessons of love, in 
the touch of the holy, in eyes of compassion, and in faith that is passed on in gener-

ations that follow.   
 

Our prayer is that we all may know His love that enwraps us each moment of    
every day; a love that never lets go, never gives up, never despairs of us, never tires 
of us, and never ends.  His is a love without a beginning or an end.  It is forever and 
ever. Like those who have gone before, we can rest in this.  Since we are         

surrounded…. 

With our love, 

Pastor Lolly and Pastor Bunny 
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God continues to shine His favor on Morton Grove Community Church!  We are delighted to share 

good news of the formation of a Prayer Team comprised of members who each week dedicate time 

and attention to praying for specific congregational needs. 

 

    The invitation to pray is a great gift given us by our loving Lord.  That He  

    hears, inclines His ear to us, and always answers prayer according to His  

    will, testifies to our God’s great love for us.  In the context of worship,  

    we invite prayer requests in our Joys and Concerns time, and those most 

    often take on the character of specific and individual needs pertaining to  

    members and their loved ones.  What the Prayer Team prays for is 

broader in scope; addressing program needs, cross-congregational concerns, and the fuller vision of 

our church’s discernment and future. 

 

Each week members of the Prayer Team, Jill Abramski, Valrie Barrett,  Allen Cuya, Barb Genge, Mary 
Marusek and Joyce Sienkowski,  receive prayer requests from the Pastors via email.  These team mem-

bers, having taken a spiritual gifts assessment test, are identified as ones who manifest gifts in dedicated 

prayer practices, and have made the joyful commitment to pray several times per week that God 

would guide and bless our church’s efforts.  (Our spiritual gifts assessment “test” is a remarkably help-

ful means of determining how one best serves God’s Church, and we  encourage all to fill out what is, 

in reality, a questionnaire.)  

 

Additionally, we are in the process of creating “prayer cards” to be placed in the pew racks for mem-

bers to fill out as needed. These will be made available through the Church Health Team for those re-

quests that may be of a confidential nature that would be made to the Pastors and would be forwarded 

to them.  The prayer cards could be placed in the offering plates, given to the Pastors, left in the 

church office, or slid under the office door of the Pastors, as desired.   

 

Are there any sweeter words said to another than, “I have remembered you in my prayers?”  We think 

not.  Be assured, we love each of you and are steadfast in our prayers for you.  It is a chief joy of being 

your Pastors. 

 

Lolly and Bunny 

 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,              

present your requests to God.  Philippians 4:6 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiWvryHlfrVAhUkwYMKHUMzDnAQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.befcvt.org%2Fvisiting-for-the-first-time-2%2F&psig=AFQjCNGgSPoUe6SWcG_fMv6nnuJkIIZdbA&ust=1504017515878367
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means primarily the creation of free space where 

the stranger can enter and become a friend             

 instead of an enemy. Hospitality is not to change people,  but to offer them space 

 where change can take place. It is not to bring men 

 and women over to our side, but to offer freedom 

 not disturbed by dividing lines. 

 Henri Nouwen      

Supporting the needs of our local community, Our Mission Outreach Committee supports the 

Niles Township Pantry in two ways: 

ß every Tuesday morning at 7 to 7:30am volunteers pick up the day 

old bread and rolls from the Panera Bread Store at Skokie and Golf 

Road and deliver them to the Niles Township Food Pantry.  Our  

current volunteers are: Nancy Lanning, Ted and Judy Lucas, Ed and 

Ronnie Rund, Misty Sienkowski and Erin Partaker, Bob and Mary Jo 

Tranter. 

ß the other way we support the pantry is by food donations brought to church on Sunday   morn-

ings, picked up by the Panera Bread volunteers and delivered to the Pantry along with bread. 

As we return to our routines, please donôt forget to add a can of vegetables or a box of cereal 

or some fruit juice for the pantry.  These are the most asked for items at the pantry.  Whatever 

you bring can be placed in the grocery carts in the narthex or outside the church office door.  

The food donations will be picked up by the Panera Bread volunteers and delivered with the 

bread to the Niles Township Food Pantry. 

 
 

 
 

 

The following financial transactions were completed at our October 3rd Mission Outreach    

Committee meeting: 

 

Hurricane Disaster (Harvey) $3,000.00  

Night Ministry (Bus Nurse) $250.00  

Morton Grove Baseball Team  $225.00  

Pot Luck for Boyd's $82.00  

Materials for lap blankets (Phil's Friends) $300.00  

Materials for lap blankets (home bound church members) $100.00  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjJnOTEvofXAhWD24MKHdf6CZIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.alfaparfmilano.com%2F&psig=AOvVaw17TjFswrfeDKhSbcHabx3M&ust=1508873621462886
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi-r7f1y4fXAhVJ6YMKHZ_7DxMQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fpatch.com%2Fillinois%2Fskokie%2Fniles-township-food-pantry-foundation-receives-equipment-grant&psig=AOvVaw0ULMW
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NOVEMBER & DECEMBER  
SELECTIONS FOR  THE  BOOK  CLUB 

Our November 13
th

 selection is THE REMAINS OF THE DAY by Kazuo 

Ishiguro. We will follow the story of Stevens, the butler of Darlington Hall, 

as he decides to act on the suggestion of the new owner, Mr. Farraday, to 

take a vacation.  He is offered Mr. Farradayôs car to take some time to 

see England.  He overcomes his hesitancy and starts his journey.  Dar-

lington Hall has many touches that will remind us of the Downton Abbey 

tv show. The book received the Nobel Prize in Literature.  

Our December 11
th

 selection is THE CHRISTMAS BOX by Richard 

Paul Evans.  A perfect story for our Christmas reading.  ñThe touching 

story of a widow and the young family who moves in with her.ò  It is en-

chanting. 

The book club meets in the Fellowship Room at 7:30pm.  All are wel-

come.  Call Joyce Sienkowski or Mary Jo Tranter with any questions or if 

in need of a ride.                           

A Thanksgiving Day Celebration will be held at Niles Senior Center     

Thursday, November 23, 2017, 11:30 am - 2:00pm. 
 

Family far away? If so, please join us at our annual Thanksgiving Day        

Celebration. 
 

The traditional meal features turkey and all the trimmings. 
 

Cost: FREE, but food or monetary donations to the Niles Family Service    

Pantry are requested. 

Thanksgiving Eve Interfaith Service 

7:30 pm, Wednesday, November 22 

at the Muslim Education Center 

8601 N. Menard St., Morton Grove  

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi41-PiuYnXAhUr2oMKHX4ZD1IQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fyorkregionfootball.com%2Ffood-drive-at-next-home-game%2F&psig=AOvVaw0aj3fx81HuOImGc72TInMj&ust=1508941082154513
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Come to Women’s Circle  
 
                     Tuesday, Nov. 8 

1:30 PM 

Church Parlor 

 

Weôd love to have you join us for fellowship and Bible 
study. 
 

The study for the 2017-18 year is the Horizon Study, 
ñCloud of Witness,ò a study of the Book of Hebrews.  The 
author is Melissa Bane Sevier.  Lesson 3 points out Godôs 
word as both living and active.  Godôs word challenges, 
supports, and encourages us to look inward and live the 
most faithful lives we can. 
 

Need  a ride?  Call Judy Lucas 847-965-1317. 
 

During the year we collect money for The Fellowship of the 
Least Coin.  $20 was sent in August as we participate with 
Christian women of every continent. 
 

For Christmas giving we will be once again collecting packs 
of adult size, white athletic socks for The Night Ministry.         
Remember these are used to keep hands as well as feet 
warm out on the street. 

                

Celebrate birthdays  

during Fellowship on  

the first Sunday of each month  

 

Dear Members of Morton Grove Community Church, 

 

I am pleased to still receive the newsletter from you. My parents were charter members of 
MGCC, and I was confirmed there in 1963. 
 

Now, I am in the ELCA church, but still have many childhood memories of Morton Grove and     
growing up in the church family there. 
 

Grace and peace, 

Nancy VanBrundt 

aŀǊȅ aŀǊǳǎŜƪ о 

WƻȅŎŜ {ƛŜƴƪƻǿǎƪƛ с 

LǊŜƴŜ aǳŜƭƭŜǊ мм 

LƴƎǊƛŘ aŀǎǘŜǊǘƻƴ мн 

WŀƪŜ tǊƛōŀƴ мн 

/ƘǳŎƪ IǳƎƘŜǎ мт 

IƻǎŜŀ /ƻƴƴƛŜ  мт 

WƛƳ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ нм 

Wƻȅ YŀŘƭŜŎƛƪ но 

IŜŀǘƘŜǊ IƧŜƭƭŜ нс 

9Ř wǳƴŘ ол 

November!  The cold is coming, but weôre going to keep our hearts warm 

with the power of music.  Look forward to praise band upping our game with 

more  diverse instrumentation, and our choir will keep bringing you the best 

music we have to offer!  Be safe this chilly but wonderful month, and weôll 

see you in worship! 

 

- Jason Nelson, Minister of Music 
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Morton Grove Community Church 

General Fund  

Quarterly Summary 

     

Wŀƴ - {ŜǇǘ 
нлмт  .ǳŘƎŜǘ  

Wŀƴ - {ŜǇǘ 
нлмс 

LƴŎƻƳŜ         

 пллм  tƭŜŘƎŜǎ  усΣумт  утΣфуп  усΣтор 

 пллс  CŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ¦ǎŜ  офΣопм  плΣмнр  плΣомс 

 пмлл  !ƭƭ hǘƘŜǊ  нпΣмту  нпΣмнф  ннΣтто 

          

 ¢ƻǘŀƭ LƴŎƻƳŜ  мрлΣоос  мрнΣноу  мпфΣунп 

          

9ȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ         

 сллл  aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ¢ŜŀƳǎ  мнΣрну  мтΣсмт  муΣрор 

 срлл  {Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ  орпу  ослр  офлн 

 тллл  tŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ  ффΣолр  млнΣруо  фрΣуот 

 тмлл  tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ  нсΣлтп  нтΣуфу  нрΣофт 

 тнлл  hŶŎŜ 9ȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ  нпун  ннрм  нмфр 

          

 ¢ƻǘŀƭ 9ȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ  мпоΣфот  мроΣфрп  мпрΣусс 

          

bŜǘ LƴŎƻƳŜ       сΣофф   -мΣтмс   оΣфру 
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NOVEMBER 

2017 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

29 

 

30 

 

31 1 

4:15 PM Living Faith 

Mission Group Serving 

Opportunity 

2 

6:30 PM Praise Band 

Practice 
7:30 PM Choir Prac-

tice 

3 

9:30 AM Christian 

Ed Team Meeting 

4 

5 

10:00 AM Worship 

6 

11:00 AM Bible 

Study 
7:00 PM Property 

Team Meeting 

7 

1:00 PM Mission 

Outreach Meeting 

8 

11:00 AM Care Con-

nection Meeting 
7:00 PM Session Meet-

ing 
 

9 

6:30 PM Praise Band 

Practice 
7:30 PM Choir Prac-

tice 

10 11 

12 

10:00 AM Worship 
11:30 AM Heather Hjelle - 

Performance from Itlay     

Program 

13 

11:00 AM Bible 

Study 
7:30 PM Book Club 

14 

1:30 PM Women's 

Circle 

15 16 

6:30 PM Praise Band 

Practice 
7:30 PM Choir Prac-

tice 

17 18 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

19 

10:00 AM Worship 
11:30 AM Hospitality Team 

Meeting 

20 

11:00 AM Bible 

Study 
5:30 PM Worship 

Team Meeting 
7:30 PM Finance 

Team Meeting 

21 22 23 

Thanksgiving Holiday - 

Office Closed 

24 

9:00 AM Office 

Closed 
 

25 

8:30 AM Men's 

Breakfast 

26 

10:00 AM Worship 

27 

11:00 AM Bible 

Study 

28 29 
7:30 PM Church Health 

Team 

30 

6:30 PM Praise Band 

Practice 
7:30 PM Choir Prac-

tice 

1 

 

2 



THE ANCHOR  is published monthly by the 

Morton Grove Community Church 
8944 Austin Avenue, Morton Grove, IL  60053 

 
Website:  www.mgccpresbyterian.org 

   E-mail  mgcc@mgccpresbyterian.org    

847-965-2982                                            

Rev. Dr. Lolly Dominski and Rev. Bunny Hughes, Co Pastors 

Jason Nelson, Minister of Music 

John Frake, Administrative Assistant and Custodian  
 

Articles for the December issue are due November 18  

 
Church Office Hours: Monday  through Friday 9 am-2 pm 

Rev. Lolly Dominskiôs 
Hours 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

Tuesday 

 

8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Afternoon-offsite 

 

Rev. Bunny Hughesô 
Hours 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

Tuesday 

8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Afternoon-offsite 

Jason Nelsonôs 

Hours 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

9 am-Noon 

Evening-Choir 
Practices 

Please join us for Sunday Worship 
Services at 10:00 am  

followed by a time of fellowship. 

Morton Grove 

Community Church  

8944 N. Austin Avenue 

Morton Grove, IL 60053 


