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Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside
every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with

perseverance the race that is set before us.

The writer of Hebrews |2 offers deep imagery here: a cloud of witnesses,
constraining weight that must be set aside, sin that clings, and a race to be run with
perseverance. What arrests our attention is the surrounding theme: we are
enclosed by witnesses to Christ; hemmed in by those who trust in His mercy and
know themselves to be dependent on His grace; we are enveloped in a community
who believes, proclaims, and lives out faith...in a way so great as to permeate, as a

cloud does, the sky and horizon.

How this imagery deeply reassures. For we need not, as the post-modern scourge
too often presents, wallow in isolation. We are part of, surrounded by, immersed
in, and joined together as the Church, triumphant in heaven, and militant, on the
march, in the race, on earth. We are the body of Jesus, joined here and expectant
in the hereafter. For sainthood is our community; our neighborhood, if you will.
For sinner though we are, in Christ we are made simultaneously His saint,

redeemed by His grace.

On November 5" we will celebrate the victory of Jesus Christ over death as we
commemorate All Saints’ Day. We will recall those persons who, as both saint and
sinner, reflect the saving grace of our Savior; those who ran the race and
persevered, and who stand as luminaries of ages past. They surround us, and wor-
shiping in heaven, join us: in prayer, in revering the Gospel, in communing with us
at the heavenly Table, in singing with us in hymnody, and in praising Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit in perfect joy. They are with us, around us, and we are enveloped
in their endless bliss as they enjoy the Paradise won for them, promised on the

Cross, and secured at the open tomb on that first Easter morning.

And though the physical absence of our loved ones, the ones we held so dear, may
cause a longing for their touch, their witness lives as they live; in lessons of love, in
the touch of the holy, in eyes of compassion, and in faith that is passed on in gener-

ations that follow.

Our prayer is that we all may know His love that enwraps us each moment of
every day; a love that never lets go, never gives up, never despairs of us, never tires
of us, and never ends. His is a love without a beginning or an end. It is forever and
ever. Like those who have gone before, we can rest in this. Since we are

surrounded....
With our love,
Pastor Lolly and Pastor Bunny



MESSAGE FROM

THE PASTORS

God continues to shine His favor on Morton Grove Community Church! We are delighted to share
good news of the formation of a Prayer Team comprised of members who each week dedicate time

and attention to praying for specific congregational needs.

The invitation to pray is a great gift given us by our loving Lord. That He

= hears, inclines His ear to us, and always answers prayer according to His
N\ 4 will, testifies to our God’s great love for us. In the context of worship,
Tea\/ we invite prayer requests in our Joys and Concerns time, and those most

often take on the character of specific and individual needs pertaining to
members and their loved ones. What the Prayer Team prays for is
broader in scope; addressing program needs, cross-congregational concerns, and the fuller vision of

our church’s discernment and future.

Each week members of the Prayer Team, Jill Abramski, Valrie Barrett, Allen Cuya, Barb Genge, Mary
Marusek and Joyce Sienkowski, receive prayer requests from the Pastors via email. These team mem-
bers, having taken a spiritual gifts assessment test, are identified as ones who manifest gifts in dedicated
prayer practices, and have made the joyful commitment to pray several times per week that God
would guide and bless our church’s efforts. (Our spiritual gifts assessment “test” is a remarkably help-
ful means of determining how one best serves God’s Church, and we encourage all to fill out what is,

in reality, a questionnaire.)

Additionally, we are in the process of creating “prayer cards” to be placed in the pew racks for mem-
bers to fill out as needed. These will be made available through the Church Health Team for those re-
quests that may be of a confidential nature that would be made to the Pastors and would be forwarded
to them. The prayer cards could be placed in the offering plates, given to the Pastors, left in the

church office, or slid under the office door of the Pastors, as desired.

Are there any sweeter words said to another than, “I have remembered you in my prayers?” We think
not. Be assured, we love each of you and are steadfast in our prayers for you. It is a chief joy of being

your Pastors.

Lolly and Bunny

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God. Philippians 4:6
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H O S P ITA LTY means primarily the creation of free space where

the stranger can enter and become a friend
instead of an enemy. Hospitality is not to change people, but to offer them space

where change can take place. It is not to bring men THIS IS
and women over to our side, but to offer freedom

not disturbed by dividing lines. “/ﬂ 4 ’

Henri Nouwen
@ Mission Outreach

The foll owing financial transactions were comp!
Committee meeting:

Hurricane Disaster (Harvey) $3,000.00
Night Ministry (Bus Nurse) $250.00

Morton Grove Baseball Team $225.00

Pot Luck for Boyd's $82.00

Materials for | ap blankets (Phil's Frier

Materials for | ap blankets (home bound c
Supporting the needs of our | ocal community, O
Niles Township Pantry in two way-«c"-

R every Tuesday morning at 7 to 7 NILESTOWNSHP| nt eer
old bread and rolls from the Pa FO D Stor
Road and deliver them to the Ni ip Fo
current volunteers are: Nancy L PAN RY d and

Ronnie Rund, Misty Sienkowski a FOUNDATION rtake
Tranter.

R the other way we support the pantry is by food
i ngs, picked up by the Panera Bread volunteers

As we return to oud@ fougenesp ptdaaecdonof veg

or some fruit juice for the pantry. These are
you bring can be placed in the grocery carts i
The food donations wil|l be picked up by the Pa

bread to the Niles Township Food Pantry.
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plalieu; NOVEMBER & DECEMBER
= SELECTIONS FOR THE BOOK CLUB

Our November 13" selection is THE REMAINS OF THEDAYby Kaz |_ . . Kazuo

| shiguro. We will follow the story SlgurOen , t
as he decides to act on the suggestTheRemamSthe ne
take a vacation. He icsaro ftfoe rteadk eMrs.:

the Day\la yt o

see Engl and. He overcomes his hesi R nd st e
l i ngton Hall has many touches that - mird u
tv show. The book received the Nobel > in L
Our December 11" selection is THE CHRISTMAS BOXby Ri char EN |

Paul Evans. A perfect sti@heg touchuf @hristmas Etme.s r
story of a widow and the yowhy famiej:' Box {;moves

chanting. 4 + H:

. H 1 B
The book club meets in the Fell owsh il at 7:
come. Cal | Joyce SienkowsKki or ;paulei,ran ifanter

in need of a ride.

A Thanksgiving Day Celebration wi | | be held at Niles S
Thursday, November -2300pm0m17, 11:30 am
\ Family far away? I f so, please join us
o Cel ebration
9
Th I The traditional meal features turkey an
Swm Cost: FREE, but food or monetary donat.i
fb Pantry are requested.

Thanksgiving Eve Interfaith Service

7:30 pm, Wednesday, Nc
at the Muslim Educatic
8601 N. Menard St ., Mac
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Wﬁmehs Come to Women’s Circle

[

O'fc{e{ Tuesday, Nov. .' ;
1:30 PM T
Church Parl or Celebrate birthdays

during Fellowship on

Wedl | ove to have you join us RBuERlESEEETR)RER N0
study.

The study fldBr yteae 2G1%t he Hor i z&d N&t fd NS
iCl oud of oaWisttnuedsys ,o0f t he Bl®k ofwygégewﬁqugéél;\
" !

aut hor is Meli dsasBan8 Pes&s&nes. out God - .
word as both | Gednwoaddchatil eegleNKBYy S a dzS tmimS NJ
supports, and encourages us to T ook J4dnward. and
most faithful |ives we can. LYOE'NJ\R al avuHs NI 2y
Need riQel?l Judy -9l6ehc3als? .84 7 WE 1S t NRO ImH

During the year we collect mo n elyK dz®1r ITdi_Elafq\ASF:éellow
Least 00 nwas sent in August aslegrl]%spayély?MTgate v

Christian women of every contin
For Christmas giving we will beWh¥ca2YalghZHWoNE | |
of adult si ze, white athletic s K sy f ra s e Nig
Remember these are used to keepwié‘;n\ﬁlsﬁ)fa%d}ivblell a
warm out on the street. | SIF GKSNI | aa&ft t S
9R wdzyR on
., November! The coldde igsoicnogmitnog ,k ebeupt ower
with the power of musi c. Look forwar c
mor e diverse instrumentation, and our
musi c we have to offer! Be safedl his
lsee you in worship!

MINISTER o _
"'FHUSIE -Jason Nel son, Mi ni ster of Musi c

Dear Members of Morton Grove Community Church,

I am pleased to stildl receive the newsletter| fr
MGCC, and | was confirmed there in 1963.

Now, I am in the ELCA church, butMetti 6h Grmreee ma
growing up in the church family there.

Grace and peace,
Nancy VanBrundt
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29 30 31 1 2 3 4
415PMLi vi ng |GG3PMMBr ai se |[9BA@AMIChri sfti an
Mi ssi on GroRmpaSteiroé ng|Ed Team Megeting
Opportunity7:30PMChoir ®rac-
tice
5 6 7 8 9 10 1
10:00 AMWor s hi p 11:00 AMBi bl g1:00PMMi ssi MTt0O0AMCar e C|6:80PMPr ai se |Band
Study Outreach |ecttiiron MeeRi agti ce
7:00PMPropefty 7:00PMSc s si on7:30PMChoir Frac-
Team Meet | ng ing tice
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
10:00 AMWor s hi p 11:00AMBi bl ¢g1:30PMWomen | s 6:30PMPr ai se |Band Newsletter
11:30 AMHe at her- HjSetluldey Circle Practice Deadline
Performance fr|@B80PMBloax [l ub 7:30PMChoir Frac-
Program tice
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
10:00 AMWo r s hi p 11:00 AMBi b | ¢ Thanksgi vi-900AWOfi fdiagyB8:30 AMMe n ' |s
11:30 AMHo s pi t al i §Syt uTdeya m Of fice Cl odGldosed Breakf asft
Meeting 5:30PMWor s h| p
Team Meet|ng
7:30PMFEF i nante
Team Meet | ng
26 27 28 29 30 1 2
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eam )
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Morton Grove
Community Church
8944 N.Austin Avenue
Morton Grove, IL 60053

Please join us for Sunday Worship
Services at 10:00 am

followed by a time of fellowship.
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Church Office Hours: Monday through Friday 9 am-2 pm
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